MEDIA RELEASE

11 February 2021
For Immediate Release
Marinas21 Conference & Trade Exhibition postponed, the Marina of the Year Awards to continue!
Recreational boating is experiencing a boom right around the country with increased participation across all its
forms, power, sail and paddle. It is leading to growth in the industry, providing social and economic benefit and
driving employment increases in the sector.
Despite the industry buoyancy the Marina Industry Association (MIA) regrets to announce that the continuing
uncertainty around border closures and lockdowns has led to the decision that the Marinas21 International
Conference & Trade Show scheduled for May 24-25 May 2021, will be postponed until 2022.
Mike Harvey, who has chaired the conference organizing committee since 2007 said, “We are very disappointed
to advise of this decision. Following long border closures throughout 2020, the last few months has seen snap
lockdowns and regional closures and demonstrates the uncertainty that we are likely to face until the vaccination
roll out is well underway. We believe that it is in the best interests of the Association and exhibitors, who will
invest significant resources in preparing for the event, to defer to a time when we believe there will be greater
certainty and confidence around attendance and travel.”
Marinas22 will continue to follow the Sanctuary Cove International Boatshow. The new dates will be 23-24 May
2022 with a Welcome Reception on Sunday 22 May and a Study Tour on Wednesday 25 May. The event will
remain at the JW Marriott Surfers Paradise Resort.
Andrew Chapman, MIA President commented, “We are very proud of the events we have run over the years and
believe we have always delivered a great outcome for our members, delegates, exhibitors, sponsors and event
partners. The Board believes that deferral of the event will give us greater confidence in delivering a high quality,
disruption free event and one where we can maximise delegate attendance.”
MIA sponsor and regular exhibitor, John Spragg who is President Australasia & Middle East of Bellingham Marine
said, “This is the key event for Bellingham in this region, and while it is disappointing that the event will not take
place in 2021, it is the right decision. We put a lot of work into these shows and my preference is to exhibit at an
event where we know attendance will be strong, so we look forward to 2022.”
The Marina of the Year Awards will continue and will be held on Tuesday 25 May as planned. Suzanne Davies, MIA
CEO said, “We are working on a format for the Awards where we hope to co-ordinate meetings in various regions
before beaming everyone together virtually for an Awards presentation over a few drinks. Keep the afternoon
and early evening free and we will be in touch soon with detail.”
The MIA understands members will be disappointed and we remain committed to keeping the industry connected
and informed throughout 2021.
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About the Marina Industries Association (MIA)
The MIA is the peak body representing the interests of club, recreational and commercial marinas, boatyards and industry
suppliers in Australia & the wider Asia-Pacific region. Working closely with other marina associations around the world, the
MIA works in support of developing sustainable marina industries through the delivery of strong leadership, industry
guidance, education, accreditation and research.
About the Marinas International Conference & Exhibition
The Marina Industries Association (MIA) hosts a biennial Marina Conference and International Tradeshow which brings
together 300 – 400 participants comprising the region’s leading marina and club operators, owners and vendors along with
related government agency representatives. The event showcases innovations in new marina and boatyard products and
services and tackles some of the big issues and opportunities through presentations and interactive sessions. The trade
exhibition provides vendors and delegates with the most cost-effective way to meet face to face and generally attracts over
35 vendors who showcase the latest products and services specifically for marinas including clubs, boat yards and dry
stacks.
About the Marina of the Year Awards
The Marina of the Year Awards recognize and celebrate excellence and leadership in the industry and provide important
benchmarks for industry and the wider community. This year there are 11 categories open for submissions. The Awards are
highly sought after and well and provide finalists and winners great promotional and marketing opportunities. Further
information on the Awards and the categories can be found at https://www.marinas.net.au/events-conferences/entry-andsubmission-guidelines

